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OBJECTIVE 
The objective of this project is to create a profile of the sources of di-
saster health information to illustrate the scope of this field. Because 
disaster-related health information comes from multiple disciplines: 
medicine, public health, emergency management, homeland secu-
rity, etc. and is published in many places and formats, the full range 
of disaster health literature is not well understood. 

METHODS 
A profile of disaster health information sources was organized using a “mind map” approach. Sources 
reviewed include publishers of disaster grey literature, journals, magazines, newsletters, blogs, news 
feeds, online discussion forums, databases, Web sites, training curricula, simulations, toolkits and other 
materials in any format. An inventory of these resources during the project period gives a “snapshot in time” 
of the disaster health literature for the benefit of those selecting and organizing these materials. 

RESULTS 
The “mind map” illustrated the complexity and exceptional variety of materials and formats of disaster 

health information. Because no uniform disaster health information terminology was found to guide 
the categorization of resources in this emerging field, categories were created to organize the infor-

mation sources.  Information sources were assigned into one category even though many might 
belong in multiple categories. 

CONCLUSIONS
Disaster health information is not well-organized

as a discipline. Information sources are highly di-


verse and difficult to find and categorize. This sug­
gests that further work needs to be done to orga­

nize disaster health information to improve

access for information users.
 

Academic 

27 Centers for Public Health Preparedness

Natural Hazards Center – University of Colorado at Boulder

9 Preparedness and Emergency Response Research Centers (PERRC)

Center for Food Security and Public Health – Iowa State University

Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy – University of Minnesota

Center for Preparedness & Catastrophic Event Response – Johns Hopkins  University

Center for Biosecurity - University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 

Rockefeller Institute of Government - SUNY Albany

Disaster Research Center – University of Delaware 

Individuals 
Tweets


Facebook Pages

Listserv Postings

Blog Entries

Videos 

Federal
Government

CDC

FDA
AHRO

NIAID

ASPR 

SAMHSA

Health & Human Services 

NIEHS

NLM

HRSA

Flu.Gov

EPA

GAO
USDA 

FEMA 

Homeland Security 

US Geological Survey

Veterans Administration

Department of Transportation

US Fire Administration

Lessons Learned (LLIS) 

Citizen Corps

NOAA 

Associations 
Professional 

American College of Physicians

American Hospital Association 

American Public Health Association 

American College of Emergency Physicians 

International Association of Emergency Managers 

American Veterinary Medical Association 

American Psychological Association

American Academy of Pediatrics
 

American Medical Association

American College of Radiology

State & Local
Government 

State and local health departments

State and local emergency management agencies 

National Association of County & City Health Officials (NACCHO) 

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)

National Association of State EMS Officials 

Commercial 
Publishers 

Military 
USAMRIID

Department of Defense 

Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute 


Department of Defense Military Vaccine Agency
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OOrrganizaganizations (NGOs)tions (NGOs) 

RAND 

Institute of Medicine 

Brookings Institute 

Trust for America’s Health 

National Commission on Children and Disasters 

Humane Society of the United States 

Public Health Foundation 

American Red Cross 

Joint Commission 

Training/Education
Centers
 

TRAIN  (Public Health Foundation)

National Center for Disaster Medicine & Public Health

Yale New Haven Center for Emergency Preparedness and 
Disaster Response Training and Education 

Centers for Public Health Preparedness Education Center 

FEMA Emergency Management Institute (EMI) 

TRAMS (Johns Hopkins) 

International 

ReliefWeb 

International Committee of the Red Cross 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

Pan American Health Organization and other regional WHO offices

Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters 
World Health Organization (WHO) 

United Nations 
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