
Presenters––Nicole C. Dancy, MPH • Gale A. Dutcher, MLS • National Library of Medicine

NLM Web Resources

American Indian Health Web Site

http://americanindianhealth.nlm.nih.gov

Gateway to health information for and 
about American Indians

Arctic Health Web Site

http://www.arctichealth.org

Information portal for Arctic region 
inhabitants, with a focus on Alaska

AIDSinfo Web Site

http://aidsinfo.nih.gov

Information on HIV/AIDS treatment, 
prevention, and research from the fed-
eral government

NLM AIDS Web Site

http://www.sis.nlm.nih.gov/hiv.html

Access to federal and nonfederal sites 
on AIDS research, diagnosis, treatment, 
control, and prevention

HEALTH TOPICS - HIV/AIDS

• Native American and HIV/AIDS - Journal citations from 
PubMed/MEDLINE 
(National Library of Medicine)

• National Native Americans AIDS Prevention Center 
(NNAAPC)

• Native American AIDS Resource Sampler 
(National Network of Libraries of Medicine/Pacific Northwest 
Region)

• HIV/AIDS Among American Indians and Alaska Natives 
(Association of American Indian Physicians)

• Arctic Health on AIDS/HIV 
(National Library of Medicine/University of Alaska Anchorage)

• HIV/AIDS Facts For American Indians 
(American Indian AIDS Council)

• HIV/STD Prevention Guidelines for Native American 
Communities (pdf) 
(Indiana University)

• Native Americans and HIV/AIDS (pdf) 
(University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center)

• HIV Transmission and Prevention in Native Americans: 
Related Resources 
(UCFS Center for AIDS Information)

• HIV/AIDS among American Indians and Alaska Natives 
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)

• HIV Infections in Minority Populations 
(National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases)
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AIDS/HIV
Click on the       for more information about the link.

Alaska Resources

• 2001-2003 Alaska HIV Prevention Plan -- Adobe pdf - 867k

• 2004-2006 Alaska HIV Prevention Plan -- Adobe pdf file - 1726k

• AIDS/HIV - Epidemiology Bulletins - State of Alaska -- Alaska 
State publication with data from 1983 to the present.

• Health Risks in Alaska Among Adults, 2000-2001 Annual Report
-- Annual Alaska behavioral risk factory survey.

U.S. Government Resources

• Division of Sexually Tranmitted Diseases - CDC -- Provides 
national leadership to prevent STDs and their complications.

• HIV/AIDS Inforamation - Specialized Information Services (SIS) 
Division of the National Library of Medicine (NLM) -- NLM has 
been developing a comprehensive AIDS information service to 
help combat this epidemic ever since it started in 1980.

• HIV/AIDS Prevention - CDC website -- An extensive online library 
of HIV/AIDS resources.

Other

• National Native American AIDS Prevention Center -- AIDS 
information for Native Americans.

Search AIDS/HIV in:

MEDLINEplus
PubMed      (with an arctic emphasis)

Hands Around the World

An information portal to issues affecting the health and well-being 
of our planet’s northern-most inhabitants.
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Hands Around the World image designed by 
Dennis Fox, Artist ■ Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation

Case Studies
The following projects were conducted within Alaska and serve as models 
for adaptation and use by other Native American and rural communities. 

Alaskan AIDS Assistance Association (Four A’s), 
Four A’s Resource Library Expansion (Anchorage, AK) 
http://www.alaskanaids.org

Type of organization
Community

Scope
Establish a well-stocked and updated HIV/AIDS resource 
library that is accessible to clients, family members, staff, and 
the community through the purchase of up-to-date books, 
journals, and other publications.

Results
The Four A’s Library Expansion Project allowed the resource 
library to catalogue existing library resources and purchase 
over 60 books, journals, and publications containing current 
information about HIV/AIDS. Accessibility to and organization 
of library resources were further enhanced by the purchase of 
new shelving and magazine files. The Four A’s advertised the 
library’s opening and expansion of the resource library to local 
schools, colleges, doctors’ offices, and other agencies that part-
ner with HIV/AIDS services. A complete list of resources is 
listed on the Four A’s Web site.

Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, “Community Drum: An Alaska 
Native/Rural Alaska AIDS Information Community Outreach Project” 
(Anchorage, AK) http://www.communitydrum.org

Type of organization
Community, Healthcare, Clinic

Scope
Improve education and information access to quality HIV/AIDS 
information and establish an online community for Alaska Native 
HIV/AIDS patients, affected family members, and the community. 
The project includes:

■ Informational Web site with message board and links to 
credible HIV/AIDS Web resources.

■ Community support networks.

■ Web-based CD for use by clients without Internet access.

■ Database of area HIV/AIDS service providers and resource centers.

Results
Community Drum is the first HIV/AIDS Web site that is specifically 
written for the Alaska Native patient population and includes interviews, 
poems, and the cultural tradition 
of storytelling by Alaska Natives 
living with HIV/AIDS. The project 
was driven by what Alaska Native 
consumers indicated they wanted 
when looking for HIV/AIDS 
information: interviews, stories, 
and poems. The site uses traditional 
languages, graphics, and stories 
to facilitate patient, family, and 
community communications. 
Computers were purchased for 
client access and development 
of the Web site. 
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Welcome to Community Drum
Community Forum and Information for Alaska Natives Living with HIV/AIDS

About Us    Events    Alaska HIV/AIDS Agencies     Test Sites     Links    Contact

This site contains HIV prevention messages and 
information on care and treatment for HIV/AIDS and may not 
be appropriate for all audiences. If you are not seeking such 
information, or may be offended by such materials, please 
leave this website.

HIV/AIDS in Alaska

In 1982, the first known HIV/AIDS case was reported in 
Alaska. As of December 2004, there were approximately 1002 
HIV/AIDS cases statewide. Of this number 228 were Alaska 
Natives living with HIV.*

The disease is in Alaska AND there are Alaska Natives who 
live in remote rural communities in Alaska who have been 
infected and affected by this preventable disease. Some may 
not know that they are infected and could be passing on the 
virus to others.
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Offering information on HIV/AIDS Treatment, Prevention, and Research

A Service of the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services
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Highlights & Features
■ ContactUs@AIDSinfo.nih.gov: 

800–448–0440 for confidential 
responses to questions about 
HIV/AIDS, Mon.-Fri. Noon-5 p.m.

■ FDA Notice of Upcoming Blood 
Products Advisory Committee 
Meeting on Home-Use HIV Test--
March 2, 1006

■ FDA Announces Date for Meet-
ing On Development Issues for 
CCR5 Co-Receptor Antagonists 
for Treatment of HIV 
Infection--February 10, 2006

■ AIDSinfo National Black 
HIV/AIDS Awareness and Infor-
mation Day Page--February 7, 
2006

■ More News...
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Breaking Down the Barriers: AIDS Community Information Outreach Program

Funding can help improve areas such as:

■ Information retrieval.

■ Skills development.

■ State-of-the-art resources.

■ Resource development.

■ Document access.

Types of organizations and consortia include:

■ Public libraries.

■ Community-based organizations or 
patient advocacy groups.

■ Health departments or other local, 
municipal, or state agencies.

■ Faith-based organizations.

■ Partnerships among the above-listed 
organizations.

NLM offers funding for communities to design 
and conduct projects with the following goals: 

■ Promote improved access to HIV/AIDS 
information for healthcare professionals, 
patients, the affected community, caregivers, 
and the general public.

■ Encourage partnerships and community-
focused activities. 

■ Promote awareness and use of technology 
applications for improved information access.

Background/Introduction

The National Library of Medicine (NLM) collabo-

rates with rural, underserved, and minority com-

munities to improve access to health information. 

Outreach efforts to special populations include 

(but are not limited to) NLM database training, 

providing Internet access, acquisition of computer 

equipment, and Web site development. NLM offers 

competitive awards to community-based organiza-

tions and libraries through the AIDS Community 

Information Outreach Program.  This program 

offers funding to design and conduct projects that 

will improve access to HIV/AIDS-related health 

information for patients, the affected community, 

and their caregivers.  NLM also cosponsors the 

Arctic Health and American Indian Health Web 

sites, which provide health information for and 

about American Indians and Alaska Natives.

Barriers

NLM recognizes the many barriers that affect 

the availability and accessibility of HIV/AIDS 

information, such as the lack of: 

■ Computer stations with Internet access in 

community settings.

■ Privacy.

■ Computer skills. 

■ Relevant and appropriate sites for special 

populations.

■ Qualitative, authoritative, and accurate 

information on the Internet.


